RICIMER-----RIDING.

the Pichtelgehirge, and died November 14,
1825, at Baireuth.   His father was, at the
time of his birth, a teacher and organist at
Wunsiedel;   at a later period pastor at
Schwarzenbach  on the Saale.     In 1781
Kichter entered the University of Leipzig
in order to study theology, but soon changed
his plan, and devoted himself to literature.
In 1784 he was forced by poverty to leave
Leipzig.  In 1787-94 he was a private tutor,
but in the meantime he had published his
Gronlandische Processe (Greenland Law-
suits, 1783-84), Auswahl aus des Teufels
Papieren (Selection from the Devil's Papers,
1789), and Die unsichtbare Loge (The In-
visible Lodge, 1793).    This brought him
fame and money,  and was followed  by
another romance, Hesperus (1795), and The
Life of Quintus Fixlein (1796), a humoristic
idyl, works which made his name one of the
best-known in Germany.   In 1798 he went
to Weimar,  and subsequently moved to
other towns, finally settling at Baireuth in
1804.    He shortly afterwards received a
pension from the prince-primate, Dalberg,
which was afterwards continued by the
King of Bavaria.   While staying in Berlin
in 1801  he married  KaroHne Mayer,  a
union which proved very happy.   His last
years were saddened by the death of his
only son in 1821.   Jean Paul's works (he
wrote under this name) are characterized by
a deeply reflective and philosophic humour,
but are often whimsical and fantastic. They
are full of good things, but show no sense
of proportion, arrangement, or artistic finish.
His writings, other than those noted above,
include Blumen-, Erucht-, und Dornenstiicke
(Flower, Pruit, and Thorn Pieces, 1796),
Der Jubelsenior (Parson in Jubilee, 1797),
Das Kampaner Thai (1797), Titan (1800),
Begeljahre (translated by Carlyle 'Wild
Oats,' 1804).  Die Vorschule der Aesthetik
(Introduction to ^Esthetics), his first impor-
tant philosophical work, appeared in 1804.
It was followed by Levana, oder Erziehungs-
lehre (1807), a work on education.    His
works connected with the history and poli-
tics of the time  were:  Friedenspredigt
(1803),  Dammerungen  fur Deutschland
(1809); Mars und Phubus' Thronwechsel
im Jahr 1814 (1814), Politische Fasten-
predigten (1817).

Ric'imer, a general of barbarian descent
who ruled the western Eoman Empire by
emperors whom he set up and put down
at mlL He dethroned Avitus in 456, and
appointed Mftjorianus emperor, whom he

caused to be assassinated in 461. He then
placed Livius Severus on the throne, and
on his death in 465 he carried on the govern-
ment for some time alone. In 467 Anthe-
mius was put on the throne, and gave his
daughter in marriage to Eicimer. The latter
soon took up arms against his father-in-law,
who was assassinated in 472. Eicimer died
soon after.
Ric'inus. See Castor-oil.
Rickets, a disease peculiar to infancy,
chiefly characterized by changes in the tex-
ture, chemical composition, and outward
form of the bony skeleton, and by altered
functions of the other organs, transient for
the most part, but occasionally permanent.
The chief external features are the legs bent
outward, chest unduly projecting, head large
and forehead projecting, spine often curved,
joints large and prominent, general form
stunted, &c. Eickets is chiefly a disease of
large cities, and its development is favoured
by want of nourishing food, overcrowding,
and neglect of sanitary and hygienic pre-
cautions generally. In the treatment of
rickets all means are employed by which
the system is invigorated, including good
food, fresh air, and exercise. The use of
splints for the legs is often beneficial, and
as the child grows up nature often remedies
the worst features.
Ricochet Firing, the firing of guns, mor-
tars, or howitzers with small charges and
low elevation, so as to cause the balls or
shells to bound along. It is very destruc-
tive, and is frequently used in sieges to clear
the face of a ravelin, bastion, or other work,
dismounting guns and scattering men; and
may also be used against troops in the
field.
Rideau (ri-d5') Canal, a Canadian canal
constructed between Kingston on Lake On-
tario and Ottawa as a through waterway
by means of the river Ottawa to Montreal,
the St. Lawrence route being interrupted
by rapids. Canals have since been built
along the St. Lawrence to avoid these, and
the Eideau is now little used.
Rider's Bone, or EIDER'S STRAIN, a hard
lump which sometimes forms on the inner
side of the thigh in persons who ride much.
Riding is the art of sitting on horseback
with firmness, ease, and gracefulness, and of
guiding the horse and keeping him under per-
fect command. Walking, trotting, and gal-
loping are the three natural paces of the
horse, but these may be converted into arti-
ficial paces by art and skill by shortening
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